
Journal of History and Cultures (9) 2019 ISSN: 2051-221X 

117 

BOOK REVIEWS 

“Homeland and Empires: Indigenous Spaces, Imperial Fictions and 

Competition for Territory in Northeastern North America, 1690-1763 by 

Jeffers Lennox,” Krystl Raven, University of Saskatchewan  

Homelands and Empires: Indigenous Spaces, Imperial Fictions, and 

Competition for Territory in Northeastern North America, 1690-1763 

By Jeffers Lennox, 2017, 352pp. ISBN: 9781442614055, Paperback, $28.46 

Krystl Raven 215  

University of Saskatchewan 

Jeffers Lennox’s book provides invaluable insight into the history of Acadia, 

Nova Scotia, and Mi’kma’ki revealing how France and Britain negotiated their 

empires in the seventeenth and early eighteenth century by using maps as an 

essential tool in their understanding of the region. Acadia and Nova Scotia were, 

according to Lennox, imagined spaces “with brief histories and thin populations, 

placeholders for the aspirations of European powers” (p.19). However, for that to 

happen not only did borders and maps needed to be agreed to by both France and 

Britain; but also they could only gain control of the region through alliances with 

the Indigenous people of the area. Lennox demonstrates the importance of maps as 

a tool of imperialism and how one can understand empires as a collection of 

geographic identities; whose boundaries expanded, retracted, and overlapped at 

different times. 

France and Britain each had differing maps, cartographic abilities, and 

understandings of geographic spaces. They both relied on the information of 

geographers and cartographers to negotiate and claim land. Although Acadia and 

Nova Scotia existed on European maps, “confusion over boundaries and internal 

competition among settlers and officials prevented New England or New France 

from making defensible claims to territory beyond their forts and limited local 

settlements…” (p.33). These confusions and distractions prevented establishing 

firm control over the regions until 1763 when the Treaty of Paris and settlement 

began.  
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Lennox takes a chronological approach from 1690 to 1763 to demonstrate 

how Acadia and Nova Scotia can be “understood as a collection of competing 

geographic identities” (p.253) and that maps were an essential tool in colonialism, 

not just settlement and conquest. Chapter one explores why Nova Scotia and Acadia 

remained mostly imagined spaces before 1710, outlining the challenges that both 

France and Britain faced in creating and maintaining settlements in the area. 

Chapter two highlights the way the Indigenous peoples of the area, particularly the 

Wabenacki confederacy, continued to maintain control the region while Britain and 

France negotiated and created treaties from 1710 to 1726. Chapter three covers the 

years 1726 to 1744, where the three parties competed for control over the areas, 

with France beginning to have a better relationship with the Indigenous people of 

the region. In this period Britain worked to appease the Indigenous people and 

Acadians in the area creating new allies, as both “Acadians and the Mi’kmaq were 

well aware that they could resist British expansion, but they could not remove the 

British altogether” (p. 139). Chapters four and five recount the expansion of 

Britain’s power through the settlement of Halifax and how this reawakened 

conflicts over the region’s boundaries. There were two attempts to resolve the 

uncertainties around Acadia and Nova Scotia: The Boundary Commission of 1760-

1753, and diplomatic negotiations between 1754 and 1755. These negotiations 

relied heavily on maps and both sides wrote detailed memoirs over the existing 

maps while negotiating areas that were overseas and unseen by France and Britain’s 

diplomats. Lastly in Chapter Six, Lennox examines the Seven Years’ War revealing 

that by 1763 Nova Scotia was well established and victory over Acadia was 

completed with the Treaty of Paris; expelling the Acadians and removing the power 

of the French and Indigenous alliances.  

While demonstrating the importance of maps, Lennox also explores the 

cartographers and geographers themselves, showing how the quality and accuracy 

of maps determined Britain and France’s power in negotiations. Cartographers were 

not neutral; their politics influenced the maps they created as shown through the 

ways their maps represented regions. Through the period of 1710 to the end of the 

British-Wabanaki treaties in 1726, both Britain and France questioned where the 

region named Acadia was located and commissioned new maps to determine the 

land controlled by each empire. French maps such as the one created by Henri 

Chatelain in 1719, for example, emphasized the complex nature of French concepts 

of empire and Indigenous homelands. He applied the word ‘Acadie’ across the Bay 

of Fundy and into what France claimed was Canada. In contrast, the map produced 

in the same era by British geographer Herman Moll, portrayed Acadia as 

uninhabited and ready for settlement. Each map revealed how these cartographers 

imagined Acadia; ultimately representing the region to justify the aims of their 

country. The negotiations over who controlled land, and if maps were accurate 

representations, continued until the ending of the Seven Years War and the Treaty 
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of Paris. As well, Lennox spotlights how Indigenous concepts of land and 

representations through maps differed from European concepts. 

A principal strength of this book is Lennox’s commitment to ensuring that 

Wabanaki and Mi’kmaq agency is featured throughout, allowing a more nuanced 

understanding of imperial expansion in North America. Lennox develops a 

narrative of not two empires, but instead of three, whose control and sovereignty of 

the region was fluid and changing over the period. Not only was this period of a 

conflict between Britain and France, but the Wabanaki and Mi’kmaq peoples were 

also active participants and influenced the expansion of the European empires. The 

Wabinaki Confederacy also had goals of seeing their land expand, rather than 

contract, and were able to prevent access of the European surveyors to maintain 

their sovereignty over the land for quite some time.  

Overall, Lennox demonstrates that European empires did not expand only 

through settlement and conquest of lands. Instead, maps were an essential tool in 

the understandings and conceptualizations of land that empires wanted to control. 

Using maps as a lens into this region allows the reader not only a unique way to 

understand the tensions between empires during this period but also will cause 

readers to be more critical in their understanding of maps. This well researched 

book is well suited on the reading list of a variety of scholars beyond that of Atlantic 

studies; including Indigenous history, early Canadian history, and imperial history.  
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